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SECRET 


13 Hay 1952 


MEMORANDUM FOR: TEE HONORABLE EDWARD W. BARRETT 
Assistant Secretery of State 


REFERINCEs Menorandum dated May & from Mr. ernard to Mr. 
farrett, same subject. 


l. Whereas I au aware of and appreciate the dleceafort wich 
ie being occasioned the State Department by the undesirability of 
inforning Congressmen and othere having ideas sbout as to 25X1 
what ie being done in thie field, I do not fee: thet the recomenda- 
tion contained in the reference memorandum is the best solution of 
the problem, and I should like te have you consider the following 
alternative ideas. 


Zs You will recall that one of the very important functions 
which 1t ie fe1t the new Psychological Strategy Toard can perform 
would be that of ecting as the open-to-the-public reception point 
for ideas and recorrtndations in the field of psychological ware 
fare, with the thought that in thie way our agency and, to a cer~ 
tain extent, the bepertments of State end Tefense wuld be pro~ 
tected. In other words, the Psychological Strategy Board would 
serve se a recetving and soreening point and should be equipped 
with a ekilled public relatione officer who would respond to 
correspondence and incviries in such a way as te give satisfaction 
te interested individuals -th@t their ideas are not teing ignored, 
and at the sane time protect the operating agencies from direct 
assault and exposure. We have not yet reached the polnt «here we 
sre prepared to acknowledge that we have important operating res- 
ponsibilities in the field of paychological warfare, even though 
I agknowledge the existence of a generel awareness on the part 
of the public and the Congreeas that the CIA has sone responsibil~ 
ities in thia general field. 


3. We all hope and ere pressing toward the acconplishment 
of the few remaining stepe which must be taken before the Peycho~ 
logical Stratery Bourd can be offfelally unveiled and announced. 


in the interim 
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In the interim I would suggest that the Departments of State and 
Defense continue to protect us on a "non-comnittal basis", with 
the exception thet in cases of individuals who are not willing to 
accept thie treatment and insist upon more precise information 
concerning their proposals, these cases bea referred to us for 
handling on a case-by-case basis. Thie should relieve the Depart~ 
ments of State and Deferse of the most serious pressures without 
involving us in general exposure. We would not wish to see the 
Departnent adept a practice of "giving up* the CIA on & routine 
basise 


FRANK GC. WISNER 
Assistant Director for 
Policy Coordination 


oPc/FGw/b jm 


ce: Mr. Dulles we 
Generdl Magruder 
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